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PREFACE. 
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These  selections  have  been  prepared  especially  for  children's  voices.  They  are  also  suitable  for  use  in 
congregations.  They  are  short  and  easily  memorized ;  and  yet  they  contain  the  leading  musical  motives,  and 
present  the  words  in  their  proper  connection.  Difficult  passages  and  very  high  notes  have  been  avoided,  and 
an  arrangement  is  made  which  can  be  practically  used,  as  has  been  proved  for  the  last  two  years  in  the 
Sunday-school  of  Bethany  Presbyterian  Church,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty -seventh  Street,  near  Willis  Avenue, 
New  York  City,  of  which  Dr.  G.  W.  F.  Birch  is  pastor. 

When  the  selections  are  used  in  schools,  it  is  intended  that  the  scholars  shall  sing  the  air  or  soprano  in 
unison ;  but  alto,  tenor,  and  bass  parts  are  added,  so  that  other  singers  may  join  if  desired.  The  four  vocal 
parts  render  the  pieces  complete  as  short  anthems  for  choirs  in  churches ;  and  they  will  be  found  very  effec- 
tive in  choirs  composed  chiefly  of  boys.     The  accompaniments  are  presented  in  as  simple  a  form  as  possible. 

Wherever  choosing  notes  are  found  in  the  soprano  part,  the  lower  notes  are  intended  for  children.  It 
has  been  necessary  to  change  the  keys  in  some  of  the  pieces,  to  bring  them  within  the  compass  of  children's 
voices,  so  that  all  can  sing  them  in  school  and  in  congregation  ;  and  especially  so  since  concert  pitch  is  now 
a  semi-tone  higher  than  it  was  in  Handel's  time.  Handel  heard  his  Hallelujah  Chorus  in  the  key  we  now 
call  D  flat. 

The  first  intention  in  these  arrangements  was  to  introduce  to  children  some  portions  of  the  sublime 
works  of  Handel ;  and  those  who  doubt  the  possibility  or  propriety  of  bringing  such  music  "  out  of  the  mouth 
of  babes,"  are  cordially  invited  to  visit  our  school  on  any  Sunday  at  2.30  P.  M. 

November,  1890.  EDWARD  HOWE. 


ANNOUNCEMENT. 

The  pleasure  and  the  profit  which  have  attended  the  use  of  these  "  Selections,"  in  the  Church  which  I 
serve,  suggested  the  propriety  of  this  publication. 

GEORGE  W.  F.  BIRCH, 

Pastor,  Bethany  Presbyterian  Church. 
New  York  City. 
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2.    Unto  us  a  Child  is  born. 
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3.  Jle  shall  Feed  pis  flock. 
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